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The claim that a “Black” movement built London can be seen as a recognition of

the often overlooked contributions of Black people, particularly those from the
African and Caribbean diaspora, to the city’s development and culture. However,
it’s important to contextualize this claim within the broader history of London,
which has been shaped by a multitude of influences over centuries.

Ancient and Medieval Periods:

= Roman London (Londinium):
The foundations of London were laid by the Romans in the 1st century AD.
They built roads, bridges, and public buildings, establishing the city as a
significant commercial center.

» Anglo-Saxon and Norman Influence:
After the fall of the Roman Empire, London was influenced by Anglo-
Saxon and Norman rulers, with the construction of structures such as the
Tower of London initiated by William the Conqueror in the 11th century.

Renaissance to Early Modern Period:

= Elizabethan and Jacobean Eras:
London’s growth accelerated during these periods, driven by trade,
exploration, and the beginnings of the British Empire.

= Rebuilding after the Great Fire:
The Great Fire of 1666 led to a significant reconstruction effort, overseen
by architects like Sir Christopher Wren, who designed St. Paul’s
Cathedral and other key buildings.
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Industrial Revolution to the Modern Era:

» Victorian London:
The 19th century saw immense growth and industrialization.
Infrastructure such as the London Underground, major railway stations,
and extensive housing were built during this time.

= 20th Century Developments:
Post-World War II reconstruction, modern architecture, and urban
planning have further shaped the city.

Black Contributions to London

While the claim that Black people “built London” might be an overstatement if
taken literally, it is essential to recognize the significant contributions of Black
communities throughout London’s history, especially in the modern era:

1. Colonial and Post-Colonial Migration:

» Caribbean Migration:
The arrival of the Windrush generation from the Caribbean in
1948 and onwards brought a large influx of Black individuals who
contributed significantly to the labour force, particularly in
rebuilding post-war London and staffing public services like the
NHS and London Transport.

= African and Other Diasporas:
Migrants from various African countries and other parts of the
world have enriched London’s cultural, social, and economic life.

2. Cultural Impact:

» Music and Arts:
Black communities have had a profound influence on London’s
cultural landscape, introducing genres like reggae, calypso, and
more recently, grime and hip-hop.

= Culinary Contributions:
African and Caribbean cuisine has become an integral part of
London’s diverse food scene.



3. Political and Social Contributions:
= Civil Rights and Activism:
Black activists have played crucial roles in fighting for civil rights
and equality in London, contributing to the city’s progress
towards a more inclusive society.

The True Forefathers of London

The “true forefathers” of London include a diverse array of peoples and cultures
over its 2,000-year history. Key figures and groups include:

= Romans, Anglo-Saxons, and Normans:
Early builders and settlers who established the foundations of the city.

» Medieval and Renaissance Builders:
Those who expanded and fortified London, such as during the Tudor and
Stuart periods.

» Victorian Industrialists and Workers:
Who drove the massive expansion and modernization of the city during
the Industrial Revolution.

» 20th Century Immigrants:
Including the Windrush generation and others who have played
significant roles in shaping modern London.

In summary, London’s development is the result of contributions from a vast array
of peoples and cultures, with Black communities playing an important role in its
modern history since the mid 20th Century.



