Conflating Racism with Religious
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A recent poll on X asked whether the vandalism of mosques and churches is a
sign of increased racism. While such acts are deeply troubling and deserve
condemnation, they do not necessarily reflect racism, which is defined as
prejudice or antagonism against individuals based on race or ethnicity. Instead,
these acts are better understood as religious discrimination, anti-religious
prejudice, or specific forms of hostility, such as antisemitism or Islamophobia.

The Misunderstanding Between Race and
Religion

It is vital to distinguish between race and religion. Race pertains to physical and
genetic characteristics, while religion reflects deeply held beliefs and values.
Hostility towards a place of worship—be it a church, mosque, or synagogue—is
more likely rooted in opposition to the associated religion rather than the racial or
ethnic identity of its adherents. Understanding this distinction allows us to
address such prejudice more effectively and avoid conflating distinct issues.

The Christian Foundations of Tolerance

As we reflect on this issue, it is worth remembering the principles that have
shaped British culture and society—principles deeply rooted in Christianity. The
teachings of Christ, particularly the call to “love thy neighbour,” underscore a
foundation of tolerance, compassion, and respect for others. These values have
informed much of the legal and social framework of Britain, fostering an
environment where freedom of belief and expression can coexist with protections
against unfair treatment.

Balancing Free Speech and Discrimination

However, the modern legal and cultural approach to religious discrimination
often fails to make a crucial distinction between actions and beliefs. While acts of
discrimination—denying someone rights or opportunities based on their
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faith—should remain illegal, freedom of thought and expression must also be
safeguarded.

Faith itself requires the freedom to choose one set of beliefs over others,
and this naturally includes the right to disagree with or critique other
religions. It is not discriminatory to hold the view that certain religious
doctrines are flawed or at odds with one’s own faith—indeed, this is a core
reason why people align with specific religions. It is worth noting that
some religious texts, including Christian scripture, AND OTHER
RELIGIONS explicitly call for conversion or adherence to their teachings
while rejecting others.

In this context, defending the right to express views that may challenge other
religious doctrines is not an attack on tolerance—it is an affirmation of it.

Addressing a Contradiction

Current laws against religious discrimination sometimes blur the line between
protecting individuals and shielding religious beliefs from criticism. This creates a
contradiction. A tolerant society must ensure that freedom of speech includes the
ability to critique or question religious ideas while ensuring that such speech does
not incite violence or hatred against individuals.

Britain’s Christian heritage provides a model for how this balance can be
achieved: a commitment to loving our neighbours, coupled with the courage to
stand by one’s beliefs. It is entirely possible to critique ideas without persecuting
individuals.

Acts of Vandalism: A Misguided Expression

Returning to the sentiment behind the poll, acts of vandalism targeting mosques,
churches, or any places of worship are not only reprehensible but also
counterproductive. Such actions impose financial and emotional harm on others,
disproportionately affecting the victims. They positively discriminate by leaving
the recipients with the cost of repairs, which is both unfair and unjust.

While it is crucial for Britain’s majority Christian population to stand firm in
preserving the nation’s Christian foundations and to argue against the spread of
other religions—such as Islam—this must be done within the bounds of law,



civility, and respect. True tolerance allows individuals to practice their faiths
discreetly and peacefully without fear of coercion or hostility. However, that same
tolerance does not require the majority to accept the unrestricted growth or
influence of other religions that may be at odds with its own cultural and spiritual
heritage.

Upholding British Values and Christian
Principles

Britain’s Christian heritage, built on principles of tolerance, love, and respect,
offers the moral compass to navigate these challenging issues. Acts of vandalism
betray these values and harm the very foundations they claim to defend. Instead,
a more constructive path lies in reasoned dialogue, principled argument, and a
firm but respectful stance that protects the nation’s Christian identity while
upholding the freedoms of all to practice their faiths in peace.



